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Analysis of the short Story “A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner
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1. How does Homer Barron upset the settled life of Jefferson? Why does his relationship with Miss Emily cause a scandal? What do you think Homer represents to the towns people? What does he represent to Emily?
Homer Barron was an outsider. He had come from the north, a foreman working for the construction company that had been contracted to work on paving the sidewalks of the town.  Homer was a charismatic individual who was always the center of attention. The narrator describes him to be loud and very different from the town folk. His popularity was a cause for gossip around the town. His reputation as a man who liked men and one who was considered as ‘not a marrying man’ was also considered odd by the people of the town.
When he takes interest and starts spending time on Sundays with Miss Emily, he understandably causes raised eye brows. Miss Emily at the time had not been married due to the due to her father’s strictness. He had turned away many suitors because he had deemed them as not worthy of his daughter. It was therefore very odd that Emily chose to spend her time with someone below her station, a casual laborer and an outsider from the north. The interest in each other brought relief to some townsfolk who were worried that Miss Emily might never marry. The older generation however were concerned that she had forgotten her place. All this resulted in Miss Emily being referred to as ‘poor Emily’ and soon speculation rose about whether she was truly poor.
To the town’s people, Homer had been associated with modernizing the traditional south. His construction work is a step towards a modern Jefferson. His way of life was also new and his charisma was admired by the town’s people. To Emily, Homer was an escape from the town’s gossip and people seeing her as odd. He is also an escape from her lonely life. Homer provided Miss Emily with the possibility of finally getting married regardless of his disinterest in ever getting married.
2. Tobe, the gardener and cook, is the only human who sees Miss Emily regularly. Exactly what do we learn about Tobe? Why do you think he stays with Miss Emily? Does he know her secret? Why does he walk out in the end?
Tobe was the manservant in the Grierson house. His dedication and loyalty to Miss Emily is unfaltering even when the town questions her personality. He knew and kept all of Miss Emily’s secrets from the townspeople. Tobe also acts as the only link between the townspeople and Emily. He announced the death of Emily’s father to the town and had always been responsible for welcoming outsiders into the Grierson house. He played a very important role in maintaining Emily’s dignity, by keeping her darkest secrets. Had he revealed any of Miss Emily’s secrets, her reputation would have been damaged to a greater degree.
From the story Tobe is portrayed as a loner who barely talked to anyone in the town.  He never responded to any of the questions that the people and about Miss Emily. Thhe narrator described Tobe’s voice as harsh and hard, and speculates that it could have been as a result of underuse. This goes to show that Tobe kept to himself and did not mingle with the rest of the townspeople.
Having been the only other person allowed in the Grierson house, he had been fully aware of Miss Emily’s biggest secret. He had let Homer into the house when he had been last seen and owing to the stench that had the townspeople complaining to the mayor and the judge, Tobe was aware that Homer had died in the house. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The best explanation for the reason why Tobe stays with Emily for all of those years, despite knowing that she had a dead body locked in her bedroom, is that it was because he was a loyal and dedicated servant. He only leaves once everyone in the household once Emily is dead because he knows that the secret could not be hidden any longer.
